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FAPE and LRE 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) IS protected under Section 504, which requires school districts to provide education for individuals with disabilities, as long as they are qualified. Supported with this, is the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE), which requires students with special education to be in the same classroom as other students, as much as possible. These requirements are protected by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Two cases that show the effectiveness of these requirements are Board of Education v. Rowley Alamo and Daniel R.R. v. State Board of Education. 
FAPE
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act protects the right to a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) for students or individuals with disabilities. This includes kids with thinking and learning differences (U. S. Department of Education, 2010). Therefore, FAPE is a legal right for every child in the United States. It requires that the special education that is provided to every child, be aimed at meeting their unique needs. Apart from this, related services should be provided to ensure that a child benefits from education (U. S. Department of Education, 2010). Some of these services can include counseling, speech therapy, and transportation. The services provided to the students with special needs should be free. Modifications and accommodations should be provided to ensure that such students participate fully in the general curriculum (U. S. Department of Education, 2010). For example, they should be provided with preferential seating as well as more time to do their examinations. Apart from this, FAPE requires that an individualized education program is created for every child and provided in the least restrictive environment. 
LRE
The Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) policy is aimed at ensuring that students with special education, and in public school, learn in the same classrooms as other students, as much as possible (IRIS Center, n. d.). Students can only be exempted from classrooms in the general curriculum if convincing reasons are provided. LRE is one of the most important requirements by IDEA. In terms of the environment, LRE applies to the entire education program of students with disabilities, including the related services (IRIS Center, n. d.). This implies that LRE must be included in the individualized education programs in public schools. In the case that IEP cannot address LRE in the general education classroom, sufficient explanation must be provided. For example, a student can only be exempted from the general education curriculum if he or she has a severe disability that prevents the achievement of education benefits. 
FAPE Case
In the case of Board of Education v. Rowley Alamo of 1982, the United States Supreme Court indicated that the Education of the Handicapped Act (1974) did not require the provision of special instructions and its related services to support students with disabilities to achieve their potential (Daugherty, 2001). The Supreme Court directed that the instructions provided, along with its related services, should enable a student to benefit educationally from it. The Education of the Handicapped Act was later renamed as Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. This ruling was the first interpretation of the Education of the Handicapped Act (Daugherty, 2001). The ruling required that state governments direct local school boards to provide FAPE in LRE, and as such, showing the relationship between the two policies. The court's interpretation of the act made it clear that an individualized education program was to be developed for every child with special needs with the involvement of their parents or guardians (Daugherty, 2001). The ruling of the Supreme Court played an effective role in defining FAPE. 
LRE Case
In the case of Daniel R.R. v. State Board of Education, Daniel, a six-year-old boy with down syndrome, was enrolled in a half-day special education program and supplemented with a normal pre-kindergarten program (Gruenhagen & Ross, 1989). It was later indicated that Daniel was not benefitting from the pre-kindergarten program, and as such, was enrolled in an early childhood education program. Daniel was only allowed to spend time with his peers during lunch and recess. The circuit and the district court indicated that Daniel had to be moved to an all-day early childhood special education program (Gruenhagen & Ross, 1989). The courts argued that the school officials had the responsibility of determining the special education needs of children, in line with the provisions of IDEA. In developing IDEA, congress indicated that the general education curriculum might sometimes not be good for all students, and as such, students had to be educated in LRE. The Court indicated that the LRE for Daniel was not a general education curriculum (Gruenhagen & Ross, 1989). This case improved the interpretation of IDEA. The court indicated that students should be provided with FAPE. However, in the case that they are not benefitting from the education, LRE should be considered. This shows the relationship between FAPE and LRE. 
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